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Keep the zoo free for all and

open to future generations by

becoming part of the Heritage

Society with a gift in your

estate plan. To learn more,

contact Sarah Rutledge at

312-742-9570.

Heritage Society

Marilyn and Joel Schaffer never expected Lincoln
Park Zoo to play such a foundational role in their

lives. As children, long before the couple met and married,
they visited the zoo with their parents. Now, with warm
smiles, they talk about touring the grounds with their
9-year-old grandson and experiencing this special place
through his eyes.

“The zoo reinforces that we’re part of the animal
kingdom,” says Joel. “Animals and us, we’re living
together, even if we don’t always think about it like that.
There’s something special about acknowledging that bond
and sharing it.”

In between those milestones, Joel volunteered as a
docent in the ’80s before beginning his career as a planned
giving officer. Marilyn’s son worked as a temporary keeper
while attending college in the late ’90s, and Marilyn
became the zoo’s director of planned giving in 2008.

“Four generations in our family have loved this zoo,”
adds Marilyn. “That’s pretty remarkable to me.”

Although Marilyn is retiring this month, the Schaffers
won’t be leaving the zoo community. Three years ago, they
moved to the Lincoln Park neighborhood, only a short
walk away from the grounds. And last year, they joined the
Heritage Society, which Marilyn nurtured for more than a
decade, by including the zoo in their estate plan. Their gift
will help keep the zoo free and allow future generations to
learn about wildlife and conservation.

“My goal when I joined the zoo staff was to turn the
Heritage Society into a community, so our members
would know they were part of something special and
understand their impact on the zoo’s future, and I think
that’s been accomplished,” says Marilyn. “As we move
into retirement, Joel and I are looking forward to being
part of the Heritage Society.”

Newsletter

As visitors, volunteers, and employees, Joel and Marilyn Schaffer have a lifelong love
for the zoo, culminating in joining the Heritage Society with a gift in their estate plan.



Regenstein Macaque Forest’s snow monkeys explore
their habitat in all seasons.

PERCENTAGE GIVING:

A Flexible Way to Give

I f there’s one thing we can count on in life, it’s
change. Life’s constant changes can make it difficult

to balance caring for your family and supporting the
organizations you care about. Fortunately, there’s a
solution that allows you to do both.

Instead of giving a fixed amount to charity, consider
gifting a percentage of your estate, retirement account,
life insurance policy, or donor-advised fund.

Percentage Giving and Your Will
If you want to remember the zoo in your will, there are two
ways you can support our mission with a percentage gift:

1. Gift the zoo a percentage of your estate in your will or
living trust.

2. Leave the zoo a percentage of your residual estate
(the portion of your estate that remains after all
claims of the estate are settled).

Give a Percentage of Other Assets
You can also remember Lincoln Park Zoo in your future
plans by naming us a beneficiary of your retirement plan
assets, life insurance, or donor-advised fund. Naming the
zoo as a beneficiary is as easy as filling out and returning a
piece of paper.

1. Request a copy of the change-of-beneficiary form
from your provider (or download a copy from
their website).

2. Fill out the form naming the zoo—along with the
percentage you’d like us to receive—a beneficiary.

3. Sign and return the form to your plan
administrator, insurance company, or sponsoring
organization. Be sure to keep a copy for your
records as well.

4. Notify us of your gift so we can thank you for your
support and welcome you to the Heritage Society.

Every Gift Matters
Gifts of all sizes, from 1 to 100 percent,

make a difference at the zoo. Please

contact us if you have any questions

about naming Lincoln Park Zoo a

beneficiary in your plans.

Through initiatives like The Pride of Chicago capital campaign, which will culminate
in a new habitat for big cats, Lincoln Park Zoo strives to make the most of every gift.



2019:

Charitable Giving
After Tax Reform

When you filed your income tax return, did it look different than in the
past? The law enacted last year likely changed your tax strategies,

including your charitable giving. Here are two tactics that can help you
leverage your assets to ensure that you—and the people and causes you care
about—get the most benefit.

1
Be Aware of the Higher Standard Deduction
The law nearly doubled the standard deduction, meaning it may be to

your advantage to itemize your deductions (the spot where your charitable
gifts were recorded).

You can exceed the standard deduction by bunching your gifts—that
is, contribute multiple years’ worth of giving into a single year. You’re
then incentivized to itemize your taxes and enjoy a larger tax deduction.
You can bunch your gifts directly to a nonprofit, such as Lincoln Park
Zoo, or to a donor-advised fund (think of this as a charitable savings
account: You recommend how much and how often gifts are made to
the organizations you care about). The next year, if you choose not to
itemize, you can take the standard deduction.

2
Consider Tax-savvy Approaches to Giving
A few impactful gifts still offer tax advantages, regardless of whether

you itemize.
• Appreciated stock: Despite market fluctuations, many of your

investments are likely worth more than you originally paid for them. By
giving your appreciated stocks to a nonprofit like the zoo, you will qualify
for an income tax charitable deduction and eliminate capital gains tax.

• Retirement plan assets: These assets are taxable when distributed to
a loved one but are tax free when given to a nonprofit organization like
the zoo. If you are 70½ or older, you can fulfill your required minimum
distribution with a charitable gift and it’s not considered taxable income.

• Real estate: Many real estate markets are enjoying gains. Appreciated
real estate may be subject to capital gains tax unless donated to charity
or transferred to a charitable trust.

Talk with Your Tax Professional
There are many ways you can give this year that will make a

difference at Lincoln Park Zoo. Please consult with your tax

or financial advisors to determine the best charitable giving

strategies for your personal situation.

We are so grateful for your generosity. Please contact Sarah Rutledge
at 312-742-9570 or heritagesociety@lpzoo.org to discuss your goals for
furthering our mission and how your gift could be used.

Bears, birds, and rhinos all
benefit when you include the

zoo in your estate plan.



Give to the zoo so that we can continue to advance animal

care, education, science, and conservation—and ensure future

Chicagoans enjoy an exceptional, free zoo experience. Please

contact us today.Heritage Society

2001 North Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60614   heritagesociety@lpzoo.org  lpzoo.org

Sarah Rutledge
Director of Planned Giving
312-742-9570
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consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in any examples are for illustrative purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes
only and are subject to change. State law may further impact your individual results.

Lions. Elephants. Chimpanzees. African dogs.
Mountain gorillas.

Rachel Santymire, Ph.D., director of Lincoln Park Zoo’s
Davee Center for Epidemiology and Endocrinology, has
studied wild and captive species from every corner of the
world via hair, nail and bodily fluid samples.

But several local amphibians proved extra slippery.
Recently, Santymire and a team of zoo scientists

in Chicagoland began studying the relationship
between stress and chytrid fungus, a pathogen that has
devastated amphibian populations worldwide. Testing
for the fungus went by the books—after capturing
individual amphibians, zoo scientists simply swabbed
their stomachs and limbs, released them back into the
wild and analyzed the samples.

Collecting the biological material necessary for stress
analysis, on the other hand, required some innovation.

Initially, Santymire says she “expected to just find
them in the water and pick them up. Then, when they
peed on us, which is what my favorite amphibian, the
toad, does to escape predators, we could collect their
urine and analyze it.”

In theory, “that would’ve worked perfectly,” she adds. In
reality, that did not happen, not even with the toads. Rather
than resorting to more invasive techniques—like collecting
urine with a catheter or taking blood samples—she
invented a completely new hormone-gathering technique.

“The largest organ in the body is actually the skin.
It responds to hormones and even produces its own
hormones,” says Santymire. “So we decided to swab
their skin, and, lo and behold, we got cortisol, the main
stress hormone.”

Thanks to her innovative “frog swabs,” simultaneously
checking amphibians for stress and chytrid fungus
has never been easier. And since higher stress levels
can suppress the immune system, leaving individual
amphibians more susceptible to the deadly pathogen,
the new technique has already benefited conservation
efforts around the globe.

Amphibious Alliance

Science and research at Lincoln Park Zoo benefits
conservation efforts worldwide, but we need your
help to continue. Please contact us today to learn
how you can play a role.


